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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, NU 

SUBJECT: FSLN LEADER ESCOBAR KILLED ESTELI 

1 . JOSE BENITO ESCOBAR WHO OCCUPIED THE POSITION OF SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE FSLN AND WAS ITS REPRESENTATIVE IN CUBA FOR 
SEVERAL YEARS WAS, ACCORDING TO THE NATIONAL GUARD, KILLED IN 
A SHOOT OUT IN ESTELI ON JULY 14. 

2. PERSONS RESIDENT IN THE AREA OF ESCOBAR'S DEATH STATE THAT 
ESCOBAR WAS SHOT FROM A CAR AND HIS BODY WAS LEFT UNATTENDED 
FOR NEARLY AN HOUR BEFORE A RED CROSS AMBULANCE TOOK THE BODY 
TO A HOSPITAL WHERE THE GN LATER CLAIMED THE BODY AND BURIED 
HIM SECRETLY. ESCOBAR S WIFE STATES THE BODY WAS NOT HER HUS- 
BAND, BUT IT IS UNCLEAR WHETHER SHE SAW THE BODY OR ONLY PHO- 
TOGRAPHS. 

3. ESCOBAR HAD A LONG HISTORY IN THE FSLN AND WAS A PRISONER 
AS A RESULT OF A KIDNAP ATTEMPT AT THE TIME OF THE DECEMBER 
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1974 LOS ROBLES KIDNAPPING BY THE FSLN WHICH SECURED HIS AND OTHERS 
RELEASE AND FLIGHT TO CUBA. IN CUBA, ESCOBAR WAS A SPOKESMAN 
FOR THE FSLN ON RADIO HAVANA. 

4. ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT DEFINITE THAT THE BODY WAS ESCOBAR, 

THE GN AND JOURNALISTS ARE ACCEPTING AS FACT THE IDENTIFICATION. 
ESCOBAR WAS REPORTEDLY IN POSSESSION OF A PISTOL. TWO CLIPS, 
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AND A HAND GRENADE AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH. IT SEEMS QUES- 
TIONALBLE, HOWEVER, IF THE VERSION OF LOCAL RESIDENTS IS 
TRUE, THAT THE DEATH RESULTED FROM SHOOTOUT INASMUCH AS THE GN 
DID NOT IMMEDIATELY TAKE POSSESSION OF THE BODY AS THEY WOULD 
HAVE UNDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 
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